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Tracking the expenditures of all reported candidates who have run for governor 

in the American states since 1977. 

 

This means covering not only the major party candidates but all candidates listed in state reports 

– minor party candidates as well as unaffiliated (independent) candidates and write-ins. More 

people run for governor than you might think. In the 2003 California gubernatorial recall election 

alone, 135 candidates ran for governor. 

 

For each candidate, we provide spending in the primary and general elections separately if the 

states provided it that way; otherwise, it is lumped as total spending. We provide the percent of 

the vote that each candidate received in primary and general elections. We also provide party 

affiliation and occupation. Finally, for each year, we provide a separate file with some basic 

aggregate information: the number of voters in each state's general election, as well as the cost 

per vote -- the total spent in that state's gubernatorial election cycle by all candidates, divided by 

the number of voters in the general election. 

 

We don’t limit the data to major party candidates; we have significant minor parties (e.g., the 

Communist Party) and really minor parties (e.g., the Owl Party, which was on the ballot in 

Washington in 1976). With expenditure information for all candidates in all states for 40 years, 

the database provides by far the largest source of state-level time series campaign spending data. 

Since procedures for gubernatorial elections vary by state, compiling the data into uniform data 

sets is challenging. In addition, states have different reporting and collection procedures for 

campaign finance materials, and we must account for these variations in our dataset. Our 

codebook contains considerable information about special circumstances in specific 

gubernatorial elections. We strongly urge you to examine the codebook for the years you are 

using. It is long, so we don't recommend printing the entire document.  

Data for the earlier years were collected from a number of sources, such as CQ Weekly Reports. 

More recently, data are collected directly from the state office that oversees elections reports. 

Sources for each year's data are listed in the codebook or in the data files. 
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